


Recalls Make Toy Shopping More Stressful;
Most Deaths Caused by Choking

With more than 65 percent of the toys bought in the United States
between the Friday after Thanksgiving and Christmas, parents and
caregivers are heading into the country’s busiest toy-buying season.

But with millions of toys being recalled because of dangerous lead
paint and magnets, toy shoppers need to remember that that number
is a small fraction of the overall number of toys -- approximately 3
billion -- sold in the United States every year. “Shoppers need to be
even more informed than usual to make sure they buy safe, age-

appropriate toys, said Kelly Murphy, Safe Kids assistant coordinator.

“Even though most toys in the U.S. today are considered to be safe,
it doesn’t mean we should throw caution to the wind.”

Email Alerts Keep Shoppers Up-to-Date on Recalls

Each year, approximately 217,000 toy-related injuries are treated in
hospital emergency rooms nationwide. But on average, only 15
children under the age of 14 die from a toy-related injury.

To stay informed, Murphy recommends that parents sign up for
emails that will keep them up-to-date on recalls. “It’s too difficult to
get your information piecemeal from TV or the newspaper,” said
Murphy, “so if you get the emails sent to you each time a recall
happens, you’ll be up-to-the-minute and won’t have to worry.”

To sign up for recall emails, go to www.cpsc.gov and click on Sign
up for Email Announcements.

Parents and caregivers shouldn’t hesitate to report defects or design
features that seem dangerous. “If your child has a close call, the next
child might not be so lucky,” says Kelly Murphy. “Report safety
concerns about toys to the Consumer Product Safety Commission at
800-638-2772 or www.cpsc.gov. Your experience could be part of a
pattern that might lead to a recall.”

. Actively supervise children. Caregivers should
actively supervise children playing with any toy that has small
parts, moving parts, electrical or battery power, cords, wheels or
any other potentially risky component. Simply being in the same
room as your child is not necessarily supervising. Active
supervision means keeping the child in sight and in reach and
paying undivided attention.

. Practice proper storage. Teach children to put toys
away after playing, to help prevent falls and unsupervised play,
and make sure toys intended for younger children are stored
separately from those for older children. Toy chests should be
equipped or retrofitted with safety hinges that prevent the lid from
closing on a child who is leaning over the open chest; if a chest
does not have safety hinges, remove the lid.

Avoid Second-Hand Toys

Assistant Coordinator Kelly Murphy reminds parents that most toys
are safe, especially if you buy from a reputable retailer. “That
doesn’t mean you have to go to a ‘big box’ store, but if you shop a
locally-owned toy store, make sure that the owner is aware and
vigilant about getting recalled items off the shelves. And avoid used
toys, which could have been recalled and not removed from
circulation.”

“If you buy toys secondhand or get hand-me-downs, visit
www.cpsc.gov to make sure the toy hasn’t been recalled
for safety reasons,” says Murphy. “If a new toy comes
with a product registration card, mail it in right away so
the manufacturer can contact you if the item is ever
recalled.”

Other Precautions to Take
Safe Kids also recommends these precautions:

. Make sure to buy age-appropriate toys.
All toys are clearly marked if they have small parts; do
not buy toys with small parts (or allow a child under
age 3 to play with those kinds of toys belonging to an
older sibling).

. Identify dangerous small parts. To be
sure of a toy’s size, use a small parts tester (available in
quantity from the Safe Kids Resource Catalog). Do not
let small children play with anything that can fit into
one of these cylinders.

. Inspect toys to make sure they are in
good repair. Do not let young children play with toys
that have straps, cords or strings longer than 7 inches,
due to the risk of strangulation.




Name of Product: Children’s Two-
Way Radios

Hazard: The rechargeable batteries in
the radios can leak electrolyte, posing a
chemical burn hazard to consumers.
Description: The recall involves two-
way radios with the 300 mah “CEL”
batteries. The walkie talkie style radios
are made of pink plastic and come in
purple packaging. Product number
PR191-2VP is located on the front of
the packaging and on the label inside
the battery compartment.

Remedy: Consumers should
immediately stop using the two-way
radios and contact the company for a
free replacement and a 20% off coupon
for a future purchase at
www.cobra.com. If batteries have
leaked on to the radio, do not touch the
liquid, and contact the company for a
free replacement product.

Consumer Contact: For additional
information, please contact Cobra
Electronics toll-free at (888) 252-9889
between § a.m. and 6 p.m. ET Monday
through Friday or visit the firm’s Web
site at www.cobra.com

Name of Product: My Little Train
Classics Toy Trains

Hazard: The recalled toy contain small
parts which can detach, posing a
choking hazard to young children.

Recalls

Description: My Little Train Classics
wooden toy trains are available in two
styles. One, with a yellow cab, blue
body and six red wheels and the other
with a blue cab, red boiler, wooden base
and four black wheels. The item #5293
is the same for both styles and is located
in the lower left hand corner on the
front of the package.

Remedy: Consumers should take the
toy train away from children
immediately and return it to the place of
purchase for a full refund.

Consumer Contact: For additional
information, contact JA-RU at (800)
231-3470 between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.
ET Monday through Friday.

Name of Product:
Arizona® Newborn
and Infant Denim
Pants

Hazard: The metal
snap at the waist can detach posing a
choking hazard to infants.

Description: The recall involves
Arizona® brand newborn and infant
girl’s and boy’s denim pants. They were
sold in sizes 0-3 months, 3-6 months
and 6-9 months. Only those pants made
in Bangladesh are affected; pants made
in China are not included in the recall.
The country of origin is located on a
label sewn into the waistband.
Remedy: Consumers should
immediately stop using the recalled
pants and return them to any JCPenney
store for a full refund. Pants purchased
through the firm’s

Consumer Contact: For more
information, contact JCPenney toll-free
at (888) 333-6063 anytime or visit
JCPenney’s Web site at www.jcp.com

Name of Product: Insulated Black-Out
Roller Shades and Insulated Roman
Shades

Hazard: The black-out roller shades
and insulated roman shades have a
continuous looped bead chain that when

not attached to the wall or floor, hangs
loosely by the blind, posing a fatal
strangulation hazard to children.
Description: This recall includes all
insulated black-out roller shades
(colors: white, cream, harvest, light
sage) and insulated Roman shades sizes
48, 60 and 72 (colors: white, natural,
sage, sienna, blue, goldenrod,
mahogany, terracotta). The shades have
RN number 107875 printed on the care
label of the shade and identify the
manufacturer on the “Installation and
Care Instructions.”

Remedy: Consumers should
immediately check their window
coverings to see if the tension device is
attached. If not attached, immediately
stop using the window coverings and
contact Green Mountain Vista Inc. to
receive a free repair kit. If the consumer
is not able to install the tensioning
device, contact Green Mountain Vista
for further instructions.

Consumer Contact: For additional
information, contact Green Mountain
Vista at (800) 639- 1728 between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. ET Monday through Friday,
or visit the firm’s Web site at
www.gmvista.com

Note: CPSC reminds consumers to
examine all Roman Blinds and shades
in their homes. If looped pull cords are
present or exposed inner cords are
found on the back of blinds or shades
and children are in the home or
occasionally visit your home, please
consider replacing them with blinds or
shades that do not have exposed pull
cords or inner cords.

For more recalls visit:

www.recalls.gov



