


 
 
 
 
 

While water recreation provides children 
and their loved ones with hours of fun 
and exercise, water and kids can be a 
dangerous mix.  
 
Drowning is the second leading cause of 
accidental death among children ages 1 
to 14 and 51 percent of drownings 
involving older children (ages 5 to 14) 
occur in open bodies of water. From 
1999 to 2003, it is estimated that 85 
percent of boating-related drownings 
could have been prevented if the victim 
had been wearing a life jacket.   Yet, in 
2004, 55 percent of children ages 14 and 
under who drowned in reported boating 
accidents were not wearing life jackets.  
 
“Life jackets are as important when in 
open water as car seats and seatbelts are 
on the open road” says Kelly Murphy, 
Assistant Coordinator of Safe Kids.  
“Most parents would not allow their 
children to be in a car without being 
properly restrained, and they should not 
let them be in the water without the 
proper safety gear.  We want to help 
protect children so that they can enjoy 
the water with much less risk.” 
 
Although life jackets are one of the most 
important ways to keep a child safe 
around water, it is not the only 
precaution parents and caregivers must 
take when boating.  Boaters should also 
get a vessel safety check every year from 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary or U.S. 
Power Squadrons. This is a free service 
that can help everyone stay safe in the 
water.  In addition, motorboat owners 
should install a carbon monoxide 
detector. CO can accumulate anywhere 
in or around boats and can remain at 
dangerous levels even if the engine is 
turned off.   

Eliminate potential hazards: 
 
Empty all buckets, containers 
and wading pools immediately 
after use. Store them upside-
down and out of children’s 
reach. 
 
Keep toilet lids shut and use 
toilet locks. 
 
Pay attention to open water. Be 
aware of undercurrents and 
changing waves and undertows 
when at the ocean or lake. 
 
Do not let children dive into 
water unless the child has 
learned proper diving 
techniques, an adult is present 
and the depth of the water is 
greater than 9 feet.  
 
Children with marginal mobility 
should not be left unattended in a 
tub or other body of water 
regardless of age or presumed 
ability.  

Children seldom misquote.  
In fact, they usually repeat 
word for word what you 
shouldn't have said.  
~Author Unknown 

Correct fit is essential. 
Do the "Eyes, Ears and 
Mouth" check: 
 
EYES check: Position 
the helmet on your 
head.  Look up and you 
should see the bottom 
rim of the helmet (one 
to two fingers above the 
eyebrows).  
 
EARS check:  Make 
sure the straps of the 
helmet form a "V" 
under your ears when 
buckled.  The strap 
should be snug but 
comfortable.  
 
MOUTH check:  Now 
open your mouth as 
wide as you can!  Do 
you feel the helmet hug 
your head?  If not, 
tighten those straps!   
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